
First five students from the 
Northern Cape achieves 
excellent results 
at university 
in 2016 

In total SKA SA 
has awarded 
bursaries to 
nine young 
people from 
the schools in 
the towns close to 
the SKA SA site in the 
Northern Cape. The award 
of the bursaries for university studies 
is part of the SKA SA’s programme 
to assist the schools in the area in 
developing Mathematics and Science 
education. 

In 2016 SKA SA awarded the first 
bursaries to five students from the 
Northern Cape. 

SKA SA focuses on Mathematics and 
Science (and English) because of 
the nature of the instruments being 
built in the Karoo, and its objective to 
support young people from the local 
communities to study towards careers 
in science and engineering. 

Cedwill Abdol, Bradley Bosman, 
Janethon de Klerk, Kyle Henderson 
and Anver Adams all passed their 
first year at university, and are looking 
forward to continuing their studies 
in 2017. 

SKA SA awards bursary to 
South Africa’s overall top 
achiever in 2016 
matric exams 

Conrad Strydom, 
South Africa's 
overall top 
achiever in the 
2016 matric 
examinations, 
was awarded a 
bursary for tertiary 
studies by SKA SA. 

Conrad, from Hermanus High School, 
achieved seven distinctions and an 
overall average of 98%. 

He has enrolled for a BSc degree in 
Theoretical Physics at the University of 
Stellenbosch in 2017 and hopes to own 
his own research company one day.

“I’ve always hoped to achieve 
excellent results and worked for them 
through my time at school. I’d like 
to acknowledge the dedication of all 
teachers at Hermanus High School,” 
says Conrad. 

Square Kilometre Array South Africa (SKA SA) has awarded bursaries, for university studies in 
science and technology, to four learners who matriculated from Carnarvon High School in 2016.

Robyn Ford, Cotenay Hoorn, Maxene de Wee and Nigel Maans have been accepted to study at 
the University of the Western Cape, the University of the Free State and Sol Plaatje University 
respectively, and the bursaries from SKA SA will fund their studies.

Robyn Ford, who was head girl at Carnarvon High School in 2016, will be studying toward a BSc 
Computer Information Systems degree in 2017. “My matric year has taught me patience and to 
work hard from the start. My schedule as head girl was tough, but first and foremost I had to 
focus on learning.” 

Nigel Maans, originally from Loxton in the Northern Cape, has registered at the Sol Plaatje 
University to study toward a BSc degree in Data Science. 

He was the head boy at Carnarvon High School in 2016 and the captain of the first rugby team. “My 
parents are not well off and this motivated me to work hard and stay focused. I want to become 
a data scientist and I am prepared to work very hard, because success only comes through hard 
work,” he says. 

Maxene de Wee, also from Loxton, has applied to the University of the Western Cape to study 
for a BSc degree in Computer Technology. “Mathematics is my favourite subject because I like 
problem solving and finding different solutions to a challenge.” 

Cotenay Hoorn enrolled for a BSc degree in Computer Science at the University of the Western 
Cape. He is originally from Carnarvon and wants to design lifestyle applications (or apps, as we 
know it) one day. 

“My final year of high school was a highlight for me because it was the most important. I was 
successful in everything that I tackled in 2016.” 

“SKA SA places a high premium on educating young people and increasing the public 
understanding of science. The organisation is committed to nurturing learners’ talent in the 
Northern Cape through support at school level and beyond,” says Dr Rob Adam, SKA SA Project 
Director.

SKA SOUTH AFRICA PROVIDES 
BURSARIES TO FOUR MORE CARNARVON 
MATRICULANTS TO STUDY AT UNIVERSITY

SKA SA's investment impact 
on the Northern Cape

Amount spent at local suppliers for the construction of 
MeerKAT and other related projects

The total amount of money spent in the 
Northern Cape through KAT-7 and MeerKAT

9

R1.7
MILLION

R134
MILLION

R1
MILLION

7284

120 000
HA

72

8

219

The amount spent on training 351 people from Northern 
Cape communities 

this includes:

Total number of employment opportunities created 
through the construction of KAT-7, MeerKAT and other 
related projects

Amount spent on material sourced from local suppliers 
for equipment for the building of the Hydrogen Epoch of 
Reionisation Array (HERA)

The number of FET students funded by SKA in the 
Northern Cape since 2011 

Number of schools where structured Human Capital
Development programmes are conducted. These include 
Carnarvon High School, Carnarvon Primary School, Williston 
High School, Nico Bekker Primary School, Loxton Primary 
School, Vosburg Primary School, Brandvlei Primary School and 
Brandvlei High School, involving more than 4 000  learners

Number of SKA funded students from local communities 
enrolled at universities

Nature reserve to be declared and protected for 
future generations

Farmers and farmworkers provided with fixed broadband 
connectivity via satellite (V-SAT) since December 2015

This information includes figures up until November 2016. 
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