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All visitors (staff or contractors) proceeding to the Karoo site are expected to 

complete the following form prior to departing for the Karoo 
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfArdqyBOkBu2Flw-3h-P1lgozE4JIN90qLhbpPx
sWIJBMy0A/viewform  
 
Employees requiring permits should complete the following form: 
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdUOwpOKivQl46XIqUUBwktQ_KYd4cU_MYnV
IE56az9FmA6cg/viewform 

1. Goals 
- to prevent any introduction of SARS-Cov-2 to the Carnarvon community 
- to make it possible for out-of-town teams to work on site 
- for these teams to work in a safe manner 

 

2. Background 
While SARAO is acquiring the necessary permits to perform work on the MeerKAT site, 
including driving or flying in people to work there, it is essential that SARAO does not 
introduce the coronavirus into the Carnarvon community. This requires extreme care in the 
management of the out-of-town people and their work.  
 

3. General 
Visitors/contractors are responsible for their own PPE and sanitisation needs. SARAO will be 
responsible for its own employees in the same way. SARAO will be responsible for the 
sanitisation of onsite accommodation after the people have left. Visitors/contractors are 
responsible for the sanitisation of the onsite accommodation during their stay and the 
workspace they used.  

4. Losberg COVID-19 Zones 
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4.1. Zone A - Pedestal shed 
Access and use of this zone is limited to the Karoo based employees only. It is primarily 
used for the support of the dish structure and servo teams. 

4.2. Zone B - Dish shed north section 
Access to this part of the dish shed is limited to out of town contractors making use of this 
area. They are to ensure that their teams stay to the north section of the shed 

4.3. Zone C - Dish shed south section 
Access to this section of the shed and the bathrooms are limited to Karoo based employees. 

4.4. Zone D - KDRA and HVAC plant area 
Access to this part of the KAPB is limited to the contractors and out of town SARAO 
employees. If for operational reasons a Karoo based employee needs to access this zone 
then they are required to ensure that they follow protocols listed in this document. A 
workstation will be set up inside the KDRA to allow telephone and internet access for teams 
working in this area. 
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4.5. Zone E - Control room and lab area 
Access to this area is limited to persons staying in the Losberg accommodation or that have 
flown in for the day. Karoo based employees and visiting contractors are NOT allowed 
access.  

4.6. Zone F - Small kitchen and meeting area 
Access to this section is limited to contractors working at the site 

4.7. Zone G - KAPB bathrooms 
These bathrooms are reserved for use by the out of town contractors working on site. In the 
event that toiletry facilities are low please contact sduplessis@ska.ac.za 

4.8. Zone H - Losberg accommodation facilities 
Access to these facilities (bedrooms, bathrooms, kitchens etc) are limited to employees 
staying on site or that have flown in for the day.  

4.9. Zone I - KAPB power facilities 
Access to this area is limited to Karoo site operations team. 
 

5. Up-front screening of projects 
Any visit to the MeerKAT site by external people shall first be evaluated by Exco to ensure 
that its risks are outweighed by its benefits. They will consider among other things: 

- The benefit to continued operations of MeerKAT, progress on Dish, MeerKAT+20, 
SKA-1 and other important projects 

- The completeness of the construction plan and safety plan and effectiveness of the 
mitigation measures proposed. 

- The risk of transmission to the Carnarvon community 
Exco will rule up front on whether the project is accepted, refused or requires more input. 
 

6. Rules for safe work on site - for all personnel  
- Training in the avoidance of spread of the virus, a healthy paranoia about the spread 
- Regular temperature screening, health questionnaires, and the freedom to isolate at 

home without penalty if feeling unwell for any reason 
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- Limiting of unnecessary opportunities for spread, for example, signing in at the gate 

should be done without handing over the clipboard and pen 
- Wearing of cloth masks at all times when working on site 
- Wearing of N95/FFP2 masks within 2 m of other people or in any close confined area 

that is visited by others. 
- Carrying of liquid alcohol-based sanitiser at all times by all people - on the belt, not 

just nearby. 
- Frequent sanitisation of hands, when touching shared equipment or tools, door 

handles, buttons or one's own mask. 
- No food or drink preparation on site by Karoo base employees, food must be brought 

from home and consumed well separated from each other. No lunchtimes around the 
table. 

7. Flights to site 
- There should be no interaction with Karoo based employees. If you need to have a 

conversation with Karoo based employees please do so outdoors with greater than 
2m separation 

- Always wear masks, keep social distancing and sanitise thoroughly and frequently  
- Treat the Losberg house or the control room as you would the offices in Cape Town 

(No gathering or groups) 
- You are responsible for cleaning up and disinfecting after yourself in the house (wash 

cutlery and crockery, clean and disinfect surfaces) 
- You are responsible for cleaning and toilets in the house after use. (Toilet brushes 

and domestos are available. 
- You will need to clean and disinfect any surfaces you use in the control room 

including telephones. 
- The pilot will be allocated a park home room that will be cleaned on the next Monday 

 

8. Additional processes before allowing visitors 
Teams working in the Karoo are expected to submit the following to lindsay@ska.ac.za, 
landreas@ska.ac.za and sduplessis@ska.ac.za prior to arriving in the Karoo: 

- A travel and accommodation plan for the team  
- A safe work plan for every activity on site including a plan for any meeting or 

co-working, describing the level of contact required and how it can be minimised. 
- A cleaning and decontamination plan for the workplace  
- A copy of all plans and policies put in place by the team’s employer in terms of the 

Department of Labour regulations 
- https://www.gov.za/documents/disaster-management-act-direction-minister-e

mployment-and-labour-terms-regulation-4-10 
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9. Additional rules for visitors from all areas 
Operations and SHEQ shall manage: 

- Temperature and questionnaire screening before departure from home location and 
daily on site. See the top of this document for the form to be completed prior to 
departure. Daily tests are done at Klerefontein.  

- Compliance monitoring, by SHEQ staff in general (landreas@ska.ac.za), and by 
senior observer for the work itself (sduplessis@ska.ac.za). 

- SHEQ (landreas@ska.ac.za) to inspect PPE during initial safety induction.  
- Reporting during and after each approved visit, as to how the processes were 

implemented and adhered to, the estimated actual risk experienced during the 
activity. 

 
Further visitors should note: 

- Visiting any locations in Carnarvon is subject to existing movement regulations as 
gazetted. Please exercise extreme caution during interactions with Carnarvon based 
residents.  

- Visitors shall drive directly to site. (Only stop at Klerefontein for screening 
procedures) 

- Visitors shall use their own vehicle to drive to the Losberg site, and on site if their 
work requires it. Diesel vehicles only. 

- Visiting employees will stay in the accommodation at Losberg.  
- Contractors need to source their own accommodation unless specific prior 

arrangements have been made.  
- You MUST stop at Klerefontein every day to perform COVID screening. 
- No cleaning services will be provided while visitors are on site, visitors need to do all 

their own cleaning and cooking. 
- The kitchens and bathrooms are to be kept clean at all times. If the area is left 

in a mess then permission will be revoked. 
- Cleaning and housekeeping supplies can be arranged from 

sduplessis@ska.ac.za 
- The accommodation is only available from 16:00 on Monday until 16:00 on Friday 

unless by prior arrangement. 
- Monday is reserved for housekeeping to prepare the house for the week. 
- Thorough decontamination of the accommodation must be done after each group 

leaves - all surfaces wiped down, all dishes and utensils washed or sterilised 
- Ideally, the visiting team shall be able to perform all of their work without direct 

interaction with Carnarvon people. It might be better to bring additional people, than 
to use existing site resources. 

- Contact between Carnarvon-based people and visitors must be absolutely minimised 
- every trip outside the accommodation zone must be treated as if it is a 

dangerous work practice. 
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- no use of bathrooms, kitchens, water fountains outside of the designated 

zones above. 
- plans submitted in advance for any meeting or co-working, describing the 

level of contact required and how it can be minimised. Work requiring 
excessive unnecessary contact will simply be forbidden. Examples include: 

- two people wiring a panel 
- carrying a heavy object together 
- driving in the same vehicle 
- sitting in any site-based vehicle 

- PPE N95/FFP2 respirators (without valves) worn by all parties when work 
requires people to be less than 2 m apart. 

- a senior person appointed as a monitor to watch any close-contact work, 
without helping, to immediately stop unsafe / careless work practice that could 
lead to infection. sduplessis@ska.ac.za  

- Decontamination of the work area 24h after the visitors have left 
- In the event of a positive test for COVID-19 during the visit all work will cease and 

none of the common parties will be allowed back to the site for 14 days. This may 
halt the execution of the contract. 
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